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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
DOUGLAS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 0001 

(OMAHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS) 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR 
WATER ROCKET ENGINE TEST UNITS WITH ONLINE REPOSITORY,  

                            SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR 
                               PHYSICAL SCIENCE SECONDARY EDUCATION  

 
Proposal No.: P011-24 
Due Date:  March 26, 2024, 2:00 p.m. Central Time  
 
INVITATION  
  
Douglas County School District 0001 (Omaha Public Schools) (the “District” or “OPS”) invites 
proposals for Water Rocket Engine Test Units (“Units”), a web-based repository where collected 
data from these Units will be stored for student access for a period of five (5) years, and a five (5) 
year maintenance agreement for the Units.  The Units will be utilized by the District’s middle 
schools, high schools and three alternative program sites.    
 
SCOPE SUMMARY  
 

The District is seeking the Units, a web-based repository and maintenance for the Units as 
specified in these RFP Documents from a qualified and experienced science-based equipment 
Firm.  Each Firm submitting a proposal is required to review the requirements of this RFP and 
submit a proposal for the initial purchase of fifty (50) Units.  The proposal must outline a 
description of the Units, the Units’ functional capabilities, a description of the web-based storage 
system, details of maintenance schedules, the total cost to the District of the Units (including 
delivery, installation, and/or training as required), cost of the web-based storage services for a 
period of five (5) years and cost of the five (5) year maintenance agreement, and any other 
related services required by the RFP Documents. The proposal must also include unit pricing for 
an additional quantity of up to 25 Units and the corresponding additional cost for the web-based 
storage and maintenance of those Units should the District choose to purchase any additional 
Units.  The District shall have the right to purchase such additional Units as needed and pursuant 
to the price and terms of the RFP Documents for a period of one (1) year from the date the Firm’s 
proposal is accepted by the District.  The Firm’s proposal shall also include the per unit price for 
any part or component integrated into the Units, including but not limited to the Units’ test 
engines, which the District can purchase from the Firm individually and according to the terms of 
these RFP Documents. The proposals will be evaluated by the District evaluation committee, 
who will make a recommendation to the Board of Education regarding which Firm should provide 
the Units, web-based storage and maintenance services to the District.  Once a satisfactory 
contract is prepared between the District and the selected Firm based upon the selected 
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proposal, the contract will be presented to the Board of Education for approval. The Board of 
Education must approve all contracts of $50,000 or greater.  
 

PROPOSALS ARE DUE:  March 26, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. (CT) 
 
 
1.0 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS  

 
1.1 General  
 
The “RFP Documents” include the Invitation, the Scope Summary, the Proposal Submission 
Instructions in Sections 1.0 to 1.18, the General Terms and Conditions in Sections 2.0 to 2.20, 
the Proposal Specifications in Sections 3.0 to 3.6, the contents of the Proposal in Sections 4.0 to 
4.11, the Proposal Form (Exhibit A), the Signature Page, References (Exhibit B), and the 
Certification (Exhibit C). The RFP Documents are incomplete without all of these sections. 
 
Proposals must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the requirements of the RFP 
Documents, together with all required information and attachments, and submitted electronically 
to the following locked email address: scigeneral@ops.org . The proposal must include all 
attachments required by the RFP Documents.  Any incomplete proposal or proposal not 
complying with the RFP Documents may be rejected by the District.  Any proposal received after 
the deadline for submission of proposals will be rejected and returned to the submitting Firm 
unopened.  The District will not be responsible for failure of delivery of emails or for lateness of 
receipt of proposals due to email failures or email delivery delays.  The time stamp on the District’s 
email will be the official clock utilized for purposes of determining when the deadline for proposal 
submission has been reached. 
 
1.2 PROPOSAL PREPARATION 
 
Firms submitting proposals should prepare the proposal on the proposal form provided in the RFP 
Documents, provide all information and attachments requested with respect to the proposal and 
shall complete all pertinent blanks on the proposal form.  Failure to do so shall be grounds for 
rejecting the proposal. Proposals should be prepared by providing straightforward, concise, and 
complete responses to the information requested.  Firms must acknowledge on their proposal 
form receipt of all RFP addenda issued by the District.   
 
The information requested in Section 4.0 of the RFP Documents should be inserted into the 
proposal form in the space indicated.  Please provide responses to all information requested.  The 
responses should be made in the same order that the information is requested in Section 4.0 to 
assist in the review of the proposal by the District. Only include the information requested.     
 
1.3 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 
 
To be considered, one (1) copy of the proposal prepared in compliance with the requirements of 
the RFP Documents must be submitted to the District by 2:00 p.m. (CT) March 26, 2024. 
Proposals must be submitted electronically to the following email address: scigeneral@ops.org 
 All electronically submitted proposals must comply with the following requirements:  
 

1.3.1 The signed proposal must be submitted in a pdf format on the required Proposal 
Form (Exhibit A) and include the completed References sheet (Exhibit B), and a signed 
copy of the Certification (Exhibit C).    

mailto:scigeneral@ops.org
mailto:scigeneral@ops.org
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1.3.2 The proposal shall have as an attachment any terms and conditions, license or 
sublicense agreements or other documents that the Firm proposes that the District 
execute in order to utilize the Firm’s Units and services or other resources it proposes to 
provide.  
 
1.3.3 The proposal shall include an attachment with pictures (in jpeg or pdf format) of 
the Units being proposed. Images should include full views of the Units, including front, 
back, sides, and top. Images should be labeled with brand and the unit model number. 
Pictures of any additional equipment being recommended as part of the proposal should 
also be included and labeled with brand and model numbers.      

 
1.3.4 The proposal must be attached to and submitted with a transmittal email that 

contains the following language in the subject line of the email: “P011-24:  PROPOSAL 

FOR WATER ROCKET ENGINE TEST UNITS, ONLINE REPOSITORY, SUPPORT AND 

MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT.”  

 
Telephone, hard copy and facsimile proposals may not be submitted and will not be considered.  
The District will not accept links to shared files in any RFP. The time stamp on the District’s email 
will be the official clock utilized to determine the time for the close of submissions.  
 
1.4 DISTRICT’S RIGHT 
 
The District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or any part thereof and to waive any 
and all technicalities and irregularities and award the proposal based on its determination of the 
best interests of the District. 

 
1.5 PROPOSAL QUESTIONS 
 
Any questions or requests for interpretation of the RFP Documents must be submitted in writing 
and shall be submitted by email to scigeneralqa@ops.org by 2:00 p.m. CT on March 4, 2024.  
Questions submitted in any other form, including by hard copy, facsimile and telephone, and 
questions submitted to an email address other than the one indicated above will not be answered 
by the District.  Answers to questions will be provided to all Firms known to the District to have 
requested the RFP Documents, without indicating which Firm submitted the question. 
 
The communications requirements have been established by the District to ensure a fair and 
equitable process for all potential respondents.  The email address listed above for questions is 
the only authorized location and representative of the District who can respond to questions 
regarding this RFP.  Any attempt to communicate with or contact any Board Member, employee, 
or consultant of the District in any manner having to do with any aspect of this RFP will result in 
disqualification of the Firm as a potential supplier.   

 
1.7 FIRM’S REPRESENTATION 
 
In submitting a proposal, the Firm represents that it has read and understands the RFP 
Documents, that its proposal is submitted in accordance therewith, and that the Firm is familiar 
with the local conditions that may affect the proposal and performance required by the RFP 
Documents. 
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1.8 COLLUSIVE ACTIONS 
 
The Firm's signature on the proposal is the Firm's guarantee that the Firm's proposal and the 
contents thereof have been arrived at without collusion with other eligible Firms and without any 
effort to preclude the District from obtaining the Units and services specified in these RFP 
Documents at the lowest competitive rate. 
 
1.9 OPENING OF PROPOSALS 
 
Those submitting proposals can attend the opening of the proposals by accessing Microsoft 

Teams meeting by dialing 1-402-509-3892, within the United States, Phone Conference ID: 784 

400 510# so that proposals will be opened in public at the District’s Teacher Administration 

Center, 3215 Cuming St., Omaha, NE 68131, Immediately following the close of the time specified 

for submitting proposals.   

 
1.10 PROPOSAL TABULATIONS 
 
Notes may be taken at the public reading of the proposals at the specified time and date of the 
opening, or a personal inspection may be made of the proposals after the award has been made 
and documents are placed in central files.  In lieu of a visit, a tabulation of an awarded proposal 
may be obtained by a written request including the proposal number, a self-addressed envelope, 
and a check for $5.00 for the first 20 pages and $0.25 for each additional page over 20 pages, 
(do not send cash), payable to Douglas County School District 0001, for each proposal tabulation 
requested.  The request may be included with a proposal or mailed to the Purchasing Division of 
the District. 
 
1.11 WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSALS 
 
Prior to the opening of proposals, any Firm submitting a proposal may withdraw its proposal by 
email notification that is actually received by the District Operational Services Office, at 
scigeneral@ops.org prior to the time specified for close of proposal submission. A hard copy, 
facsimile, telephonic, or oral withdrawal request will not be honored. An email proposal addendum 
or proposal modification in lieu of a withdrawal is not acceptable and will be rejected.  Properly 
withdrawn proposals may be re-submitted up to the time for the close of proposal submission in 
the same manner as required for submitting the initial proposal. After opening of proposals, the 
proposals shall remain open and subject to acceptance by the District for ninety (90) days and 
may not be withdrawn or modified prior to the expiration of such ninety (90) day period. 
 
1.12 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILTY 
 
The District reserves the right during the evaluation process to request a current financial 
statement as evidence of the Firm’s financial stability. This information must contain a statement 
on whether the financial statement is internally prepared or has been prepared by an outside 
accounting firm and whether it is audited. An internally prepared financial statement must be 
certified as accurate in all material respects by an officer or authorized employee of the firm. 

 

mailto:scigeneral@ops.org
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1.13 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 
 
The District has tentatively determined the schedule as follows:  
 
February 27, 2024 Request for Proposals issued 
March 4, 2024 Deadline for submitting questions by 2:00 p.m. (CT)  
March 26, 2024  Proposals due by 2:00 p.m. (CT) 
March 27– April 5, 2024   Committee review, proposal review & reference checks,    

and interviews, if conducted. 
April 2024 Recommendation of selected Firm to the Board Education 

for approval and negotiation of the contract.               

 
 
1.14 REVIEW OF PROPOSALS 
 
All proposals will be reviewed by an evaluation committee consisting of District staff members and 
may include selected community representatives who will be responsible for reviewing and 
evaluating the Proposals and the proposed Units and services. 
 
1.15 SELECTION PROCESS FOR INTERVIEWS 
 
As a part of the evaluation and selection process, interviews may be conducted by the evaluation 
committee with selected Firms at the District's offices in Omaha, Nebraska or virtually, based on 
the initial evaluations and reference checks.  Firms selected for interviews may be provided with 
a specific format for presentation to the evaluation committee. All costs incurred by the Firms to 
participate in such interviews will be the responsibility of the Firm being interviewed.   
 
1.16 FINAL EVALUATION, RECOMMENDATION AND NEGOTIATIONS 
 
Based on the evaluation criteria set forth below and such other additional criteria as the District 
believes in its discretion to be relevant to the evaluation, the evaluation committee will determine 
the Firm that it will recommend to the Board of Education to furnish the Units and services referred 
to in that Firm’s proposal that should be approved for use District-wide.  Upon Board approval, 
the District will negotiate a contract with the successful Firm for the purchase of the Units and 
services.  The contract form to be utilized will be prepared by the District based upon the RFP 
Documents and the successful proposal.  The contract will incorporate by reference the RFP 
Documents.  If the District and any selected Firm cannot successfully negotiate a contract, the 
selection of that Firm will be withdrawn, and the District may undertake negotiations for a contract 
with another Firm of the District's choosing.  The contract or contracts, when negotiated, will be 
presented to the Board of Education for approval. The Board of Education must approve contracts 
of $50,000 or more.  Award of the contract does not mean that the District is accepting or 
approving the terms and conditions of any document or proposed agreement submitted by the 
Firm in its proposal that the Firm proposes that the District execute in order to receive the required 
materials, and those documents will be the subject of negotiations with the District at the time the 
contract with the Firm is negotiated. 
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1.17 PROPOSAL EVALUATION AND SELECTION CRITERIA  
 
The evaluation committee will utilize the following criteria, plus such other criteria as it deems 
relevant, to make its recommendation to the Board.  
 

1.17.1 Relevant qualifications of the Firm’s Units and services.  
 
1.17.2 Compliance of the Units and services proposed with legal requirements and 
requirements of the RFP Documents.  
 
1.17.3 The ability of the Units proposed to meet the communication requirements of the 
District. 
 
1.17.4 The experience of the Firm and personnel in providing the Units and services in 
large, diverse, and urban districts.  
 
1.17.5 Availability of Firm resources and the Firm’s ability to meet the schedule and 
project requirements.  
 
1.17.6 Information supplied by references.  
 
1.17.7 The results of interviews, if conducted.  

 
1.17.8 Documents that the Firm proposes that the District sign in order to utilize the 
Support Services or Maintenance agreement proposed by the Firm. 
 
1.17.9 Cost of the Units, Services and Maintenance program proposed.  
 
1.17.10 Timeline of scheduled delivery dates for the initial fifty (50) Units and any other 
recommend equipment and/or services.   

 
1.18 COSTS INCURRED IN RESPONDING  
 
This RFP does not commit the District to pay any costs incurred by a Firm in the preparation and 
submission of proposals, in providing any samples to the District, in procuring or contracting for 
any services in connection with the proposal or in attending any post-submission interview. 
 
 
2.0 GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
2.1 GENERAL 
 
The contract between the District and the selected Firm (the “Contract”) shall incorporate by 
reference the requirements of the Invitation, Scope Summary, Sections 1.0 to 4.0 of the RFP 
Documents (Proposal Submission Instructions, the General Terms and Conditions, the Proposal 
Specifications and the Proposal Requirements), Exhibits A through C, inclusive, and the agreed 
upon portions of the Firm’s proposal with any attachments.  In the event of a conflict between 
Firm's proposal and the remainder of the RFP Documents, the remainder of the RFP Documents 
shall control. The term “Firm” as used in the General Terms and Conditions and in the Proposal 
Specifications, means the successful Firm that enters into a Contract with the District to provide 
the Unit and services.  
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2.2 CIVIL RIGHTS 
 
The Firm will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352), as amended by 
the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, all requirements imposed by or pursuant to the Regulations of 
the Department of Education (34 C.F.R. Part 100) issued pursuant to that title, the Pregnancy 
Discrimination Act of 1978, Federal Executive Order 11246, the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, as amended, the Vietnam Era Veteran's Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Title IX of 
the Education amendments of 1972, the Age Act of 1972, the Americans With Disabilities Act of 
1990, the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, and the Nebraska Fair Employment 
Practice Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-1122.  The Firm agrees no person in the United States shall on 
the grounds of race, color or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which 
District receives federal financial assistance from the Department; and hereby gives assurance 
that the Firm will immediately take any measures necessary to effectuate its contract with the 
District.  The Firm further agrees to comply with all applicable requirements of state and local 
laws, ordinances, and regulations regarding nondiscrimination in employment.  The Firm agrees 
not to discriminate in its employment practices and will render services under this contract without 
regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy), marital status, sexual 
orientation, disability, age, genetic information, gender identity, gender expression, citizenship 
status, veteran status, political affiliation or economic status.  Any act of discrimination committed 
by Firm or failure to comply with these statutory obligations when applicable shall be a default 
under its contract with the District. 
 
2.3 WORKER VERIFICATION  
 
The Firm contracting with the District shall be required to register with and utilize an electronic 
verification system or program, whether the work authorization program of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 8 U.S.C. 1324a, now known as the “E-Verify 
Program” or an equivalent federal program designated by the Department of Homeland Security 
or other federal agency authorized to verify the work eligibility status of a newly hired employee 
pursuant to the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.  The Firm shall contractually require 
all subcontractor(s) performing work under such contract to also register and utilize such 
electronic verification system.  The Firm awarded the contract and all of such Firm’s 
subcontractor(s) shall use such electronic verification system to determine the work eligibility 
status of each new employee physically performing any services within the State of Nebraska 
under the contract.  Any person whom the electronic verification system determines is ineligible 
or not authorized to work in the United States shall not be permitted by the Firm or any 
subcontractor to perform services in Nebraska under such contract.  The Firm shall provide such 
reasonable documentation as District may request from time to time during the performance of 
the contract and for five (5) years thereafter documenting compliance with the provisions of this 
Section.  Failure to comply with the provisions of this Section shall constitute a default under the 
contract with the District. 
 
2.4 PUBLIC BENEFIT 
 
For purposes of complying with Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 4-108 through 4-114, if the Firm is a sole 
proprietorship or a general partnership, the Firm represents to the District that the sole proprietor 
or each general partner, as applicable, are citizens of the United States or that are qualified aliens 
under the federal Immigration and Nationality Act.  Any qualified alien must provide to the District 
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that person’s immigration status, alien number and a copy of their USCIS documentation upon 
request by the District. 

 
2.5 FEDERAL TAXES 
 
Where Federal statutes exempt the District from the payment of excise or manufacturer’s taxes 
on Materials or equipment, the Firm shall exclude the amount of any applicable Federal excise or 
manufacturer’s taxes from its proposal.  The District will furnish the Firm, on request, the 
necessary exemption certificates to aid the Firm in the recovery of any such taxes paid. 
 
2.6 STATE AND CITY TAXES 
 
The District, as a political subdivision, is exempt from the payment of state and city sales and use 
taxes, and no such taxes should be included in any amounts to be paid by the District under its 
contract with the Firm.  The District’s tax exemption number is 5-0597767. 
 
2.7 TARIFFS, DUTIES, LICENSE FEES AND ROYALTIES 
  
All applicable tariffs, duties, license fees and royalties including penalties and interest, shall be 
paid by the Firm and shall not be included in any payments by the District. 
 
2.8 PERFORMANCE OF CONTRACT 
 
The Firm shall perform all of its duties hereunder in a good and professional manner and in 
accordance with accepted sound business practices. 
 
2.9 ASSIGNMENT AND BINDING EFFECT 
 
The Firm shall not assign the contract, or any part thereof, to any other person or entity without 
the prior written approval of the District, which the District may withhold at its discretion.  Transfers 
aggregating fifty percent (50%) or more of the capital or voting stock of the Firm (if the Firm is a 
nonpublic corporation) or transfers aggregating fifty percent (50%) or more of the Firm’s 
partnership interest (if the Firm is a partnership) or transfers aggregating fifty percent (50%) or 
more of the other ownership interests of the Firm (if Tenant is a limited liability company or other 
legal entity) shall be deemed to be an assignment of the contract.  The Contract between the 
District and Firm shall be binding on the successors and permitted assigns of the District and 
Firm. 
 
2.10 DEFAULT AND REMEDIES 
 
In the event the Firm: (i) breaches or violates any of the terms and conditions of the Contract 
between the Firm and the District; or (ii) fails to perform any duty or obligation thereunder; or (iii) 
if the Firm should be adjudged bankrupt, make a general assignment for the benefit of creditors, 
or if a receiver should be appointed to take over the Firm's affairs, and provided any of the 
foregoing defaults are not cured by the Firm, to the sole and complete satisfaction of the District, 
upon seven (7) days written notice to the Firm, District may take any or all of the following actions, 
in addition to such other remedies as are allowed by law: 
  

• Suspension – The District may suspend its payments under the Contract without 
terminating the Contract and withhold any further payment pending corrective action by the 
Firm.  
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• Termination – The District may terminate the Contract at any time by notice to Firm, which 
termination shall take effect on the date specified in such notice.  Upon such termination, 
District may obtain the Units and services from a different Firm.  In the event of such 
termination, the Firm shall not be entitled to any further payments under the Contract.  If at 
any time during the term of the Contract, the Firm is not providing the required Units and 
services, the District may, regardless of whether or not the Contract has been terminated, 
obtain such Units and services from another firm and deduct the cost of such Units and 
services from any amount due the Firm hereunder.  If the remaining amount that is unpaid 
under the Contract with Firm is insufficient to pay for the cost of completing performance of 
the Contract obligations by a substitute firm, the Firm shall pay to the District, in addition to all 
other damages suffered by District due to such default, the difference in the cost of obtaining 
such Units and services by the substitute contractor or by the District and the remaining unpaid 
funds held by the District. 

 
The remedies set forth in this Section are in addition to any other rights and remedies that the 
District pay have as a result of such default, including the recovery of damages.  
 
If at any time during the term of the Contract, the Firm is not providing the required Units or 
services, the District may, regardless of whether or not the Contract has been terminated, obtain 
such Units and services from another firm and deduct the cost of such Units and services from 
any amount due the Firm hereunder. 

 
2.11 TERMINATION WITHOUT CAUSE 
 
District may terminate the Contract with the Firm without cause, at any time prior to the completion 
of the term of the Contract and without penalty by providing sixty (60) days prior notification in 
writing to the Firm.  In the event of a no cause termination, the District shall pay to the Firm the 
amount owed for any Units and services furnished to the District by the Firm from the date of the 
Contract up to the date of termination and upon such payment shall be relieved of further 
obligation hereunder. 
 
2.12 INSURANCE 
 
The Firm will maintain at all times while under Contract with the District the following insurance 
coverages: 
 
Statutory worker’s compensation insurance for all of its employees as required by law. 
 
Employer’s Liability 
$500,000 per accident 
$500,000 disease, policy limit 
$500,000 disease, each employee 
 
Commercial General Liability 
Bodily injury and property damage liability: 
$1,000,000 combined single limit 
Coverage shall include completion operations, broad form property damage, and personal injury 
and advertising liability coverage. 
 
Automobile Liability Insurance 
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Bodily injury and property damage liability: 
$1,000,000 combined single limit 
 
Cyber Liability Insurance 
$2,000,000.00 per occurrence 
Coverage shall include losses arising out of or in connection with a data breach, security incident 
or privacy violation 
 
Excess Liability 
$2,000,000 limit of liability 
 
The foregoing insurance can be provided by any combination of base and excess liability 
coverages and shall be primary and non-contributory.  Liability coverages must be on an 
occurrence basis.  The District shall be named as an additional insured on all such liability 
policies.  The polices shall be endorsed to provide that the District shall receive at least 30 days' 
prior notice of any non-renewal, cancellation, material modification, or any reduction in coverages 
or coverage amounts.  The Firm will provide certificates to the District evidencing such 
coverages.  
 
2.13 INDEMNIFICATION 
 
Firm, on behalf of itself and its successors and assigns, hereby agrees to  indemnify, defend, and 
hold harmless District and its Board members, officers, agents and employees, from any or all 
losses, damages, claims, liabilities, judgments, costs and expenses (including reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses) arising out of or in connection with: (i) any act or omission of Firm 
or Firm’s agents, employees or contractors; (ii) any default, breach, violation or non-performance 
of the Contract between the Firm and the District; (iii) any injury to persons or property or loss of 
life caused by Firm or by Firm's agents, employees or contractors other than any such claims that 
are caused solely by the negligent or intentional act or omission of District, or its employees, 
agents, or contractors; or (iv) any violation or infringement of any copyright, patent, trademark or 
tradename or other intellectual property right by the Equipment provided.  
 
2.14 COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS 
 
The Firm in performance of the Contract will comply with all applicable Federal, State and local 
laws, ordinances, regulations and codes. 
 
2.15 INVALIDITY 
 
If one or more of the provisions contained in the Contract are declared invalid, illegal or 
unenforceable in any respect, the validity, legality and enforceability of the remaining provisions 
shall remain in full force and effect and shall not in any way be affected, impaired or invalidated 
unless the effect of such invalidity, voidness or unenforceability materially alters the purposes of 
this Contract. 
 
2.16 RECORDS 
 
The Firm shall retain District records for a period of not less than seven years after they are 
audited by the District’s external auditors without additional cost to the District.  The record 
retention obligation shall survive the expiration or termination of the Contract with the Firm. 
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2.17 GOVERNING LAW AND FORUM SELECTION CLAUSE  
 
The laws of the State of Nebraska shall govern both the interpretation of the RFP Documents and 
the interpretation and performance of the Contract between the District and the Firm, without 
regard to its conflicts of laws principles. Any action concerning any provision of the RFP 
Documents or Contract between the Firm and the District, or its formation, must be brought in the 
state or federal courts located in Douglas County, Nebraska. 
 
2.18 NO WAIVER 
 
The failure of District or the Firm to insist in any one or more instances upon performance of any 
terms or conditions of their Contract shall not be construed as a waiver of future performance of 
any such term, covenant or condition, but the obligations of such party with respect thereto shall 
continue in full force and effect. 
 
2.19 ENTIRE CONTRACT 
 
The Firm and District’s Contract, together with the RFP Documents incorporated therein and any 
attachments and any exhibits or schedules thereto, constitutes the entire Contract between the 
parties as to the subject matter hereof, and replaces any prior written and oral statements and 
understandings. 

 
2.20 REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO FEDERAL AWARDS 
 
The following requirements must be met by Firm, and where applicable, by its subcontractors, 
in connection with the performance of the Contract with the District as required for any contracts 
involving a Federal award.  This Contract is being funded through a Federal award. 
 

2.20.1 By submitting a proposal and entering into a Contract with the District, Firm 
represents that it is not listed on the government wide exclusions in the System for Award 
Management (SAM), in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that 
implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR part 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR 
part 1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension.”  SAM Exclusions contain the 
names of parties debarred, suspended, or otherwise excluded by agencies, as well as 
parties declared ineligible under statutory or regulatory authority other than Executive 
Order 12549. 
 
2.20.2 If the amount of the Contract between the District and the Firm is $100,000 or 
more, Firm shall file a certification (see Exhibit C to the RFP Documents).  In the 
certification, recipients of each tier certifies to the tier above that it will not and has not 
used Federal appropriated funds to pay any person or organization for influencing or 
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, 
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection 
with obtaining any Federal contract, grant, or any other award covered by 31 U.S.C. § 
1352.  Each tier shall also disclose any lobbying with non-Federal funds that takes place 
in connection with obtaining any Federal award. Such disclosures are forwarded from 
tier to tier up to the recipient who in turn will forward the certification(s) to the District. 
 
2.20.3 If the Contract between the District and the Firm is in excess of the amount of 
$150,000 Firm will comply with all applicable standards, orders or regulations issued 
pursuant to the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401-7671q) and the Federal Water Pollution 
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Control Act as amended (33 U.S.C. 1251-1387). Violations must be reported to the 
District, the Federal awarding agency and the Regional Office of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 

 
 
 

3.0 PROPOSAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
3.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The District proposes to acquire fifty (50) new Units that will be used for Secondary Education in 
the District and at all of the District’s facilities offering Physical Science Classes.  The Firm’s 
proposal shall include a detailed description of the Units specified in these RFP Documents which 
the Firm proposes to furnish along with the cost for the initial fifty (50) units.  The price of the 
services to be included for the Units shall include any training, warranty service, support services 
and professional development.  The Firm’s proposal shall also include pricing and sufficient detail 
for the web-based repository for a period of five (5) years including but not limited to data storage 
capacity and instructions on accessing and storing the data.  The Firm’s proposal shall also 
include details relating to the five (5) year maintenance and support plan, which must include 
technical and troubleshooting support, the service maintenance schedule being proposed, parts 
and labor as needed annually, the requirements of any manufacturer’s warranty, for the Units and 
any other related services being offered, along with other information as included in the RFP 
Documents.  The proposal shall also provide a purchase price should the District wish to purchase 
up to an additional twenty-five (25) Units along with the price for the related web-based repository 
and maintenance services for any additional Units purchased.  The Proposal shall also include 
the cost of a post-warranty service plan for the equipment, if available, or alternatively hourly rates 
for post warranty repair work for the Equipment.   

 
3.2 MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Firm’s proposal must include specific, technical details on the Units’ operating system.   The 
proposal should also include (i) product specifications of all components included within the Units 
being proposed, (ii) specifications for any additional services or equipment being proposed, 
including but not limited to the online repository for data storage, (iii) a technical description of the 
software that will be necessary to utilize the Units and associated services and equipment, and 
(iv) requirements for data access to the online repository and all associated software by the end 
user. The following are additional requirements that the Firm must provide in its proposal: 
 

3.2.1 The Units must be compatible with and be able to utilize a normal two-liter soda 
bottle.  

 
3.2.2 The pneumatic pressurization range of the Units must be able to be set between 

35 and 90 psi.  The Units’ test engines should operate from the use of a 3-gallon 
air compressor.  

 
3.2.3 The Units’ test engines must be able to operate safely in the presence of 

pressurized air and water.  Firms must identify the safety features of the Units 
and their test engines. 

 
3.2.4 The Units must be able to upload force data to a secured server repository for 

analysis.  
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3.2.5 Experimental data inputs for each Unit must include internal pneumatic pressure, 

volume of water, diameter of nozzle and the class/title of the experiment.  
 
3.2.6 Data output must include thrust curve, expected altitude versus time and 

expected force of impact.  
 
3.2.7   Unless otherwise specified by OPS, all Units proposed must be the most recent 

model, must be in the original packaging, must be in new and unused condition 
and may not be reconditioned or used.  

 
3.2.8 All Units furnished must include the manufacturer’s original warranty.   
 
3.2.9 Provide a web or cloud based repository where data collected from the Units can 

be stored and accessed by the District for a period of five (5) years.   
 
3.2.10 Provide support for the web or cloud based data repository.   
 
3.2.11 Provide requirements and instructions to access and utilize the web or cloud 

based repository.     
 

3.2.12 Firm must provide twice yearly maintenance for the Units and associated 
equipment during the five (5) year maintenance and support plan. In addition, the 
Firm must provide any maintenance required by the terms of any applicable 
manufacturer’s warranty. Include in your proposal cost of parts and labor. 

 
3.3 DELIVERY AND STORAGE OF UNITS 
 

3.3.1 The selected Firm will be responsible for the delivery of all Units and associated 
equipment at sites designated by the District in the Contract. The Firm shall make 
arrangements for the delivery of all of the Units and associated equipment to the District.  
Individual schools and administrative sites have limited storage space, so it will be the 
responsibility of the Firm to arrange for storage of the Units and associated equipment 
until delivery.  All delivery costs of the Units and associated equipment shall be the 
responsibility of the Firm to pay.  Any loss or damage to any of the Units during shipment, 
while in storage or during installation shall be the responsibility of the Firm, which shall 
promptly replace all such damaged Units or equipment. The District’s deadline for delivery 
of units is July 31, 2024. 
 
 
3.3.2 Upon receipt of the Units and associated equipment by the District, the District 
shall have the ability to perform acceptance testing of the Units and services in order to 
ensure that the same conform to the Contract requirements and other applicable 
specifications and documentation.  The Firm shall make any equipment adjustments, 
repairs or replacements as necessary so that the Units operate in accordance with the 
Contract requirements. 
 
3.3.3 All Units ordered by the District after the initial delivery will be ordered by a valid 
purchase order from the District and the Units shall be delivered directly to the individual 
District location specified by the District in the purchase order.  Additional purchases of 
Units and associated equipment and services may be made by the District at the 
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applicable proposal price as needed by the District. The price per Unit, per piece of other 
equipment, and per offered service shall remain fixed for a period of one (1) year and the 
District may order up to twenty-five (25) additional Units and their related web-based 
storage services and maintenance at these prices during that period. The Units shall be 
delivered not later than forty-five (45) days from date of receipt of a purchase order.  All 
shipping and handling costs shall be the responsibility of the Firm.  All risk of loss to shall 
remain with the Firm until the Units and services are accepted by District.  
 
 
3.3.6 In the event any of the Units or services to be provided by the Firm are discontinued 
or any features thereof have been modified or eliminated, or the Units or services are no 
longer available to the Firm for any reason whatsoever,  the Firm shall notify the District 
and shall propose substitute Units or services which are reasonably acceptable to the 
District and that meet or exceed all of the specifications in the Contract. Once approved 
by the District, such Units or services shall be furnished to the District by the Firm at the 
lower of the price in the RFP Documents for the Units and services that it replaces, or the 
publicly advertised retail price at which the Units, equipment, or services are sold by the 
Firm to the general public.  The District reserves the right, in its discretion, to determine 
whether an alternate brand or product is acceptable.   

 
3.4 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING 
 

3.4.1 The Firm must provide, at no additional cost to the District, job-embedded and on-
demand professional and learning opportunities, including training for District staff who 
will use and operate the Units and services, including the online web or cloud based 
repository. This will include a standard operational procedure manual with written 
instruction and guidelines on how to properly and safely use and store the Units and 
utilize the repository and access the data derived from the Units.    

 
3.4.2 The Firm will provide the District with training materials and a tutorial for the 
operation of and access to the online web or cloud based repository. The firm must 
provide written instructions and may include in-person training to District personnel on an 
ongoing and as-needed basis.  

 
3.5 DIGITAL MATERIALS LICENSING AND SUPPORT 
 

3.5.1 For a period of five (5) years from the date the Units are delivered to the District, 
the Firm shall grant the District the appropriate licenses needed to allow the District's 
authorized users to use the Units and services.  The Firm’s proposal should include 
pricing for all licensing costs. No additional amounts may be charged to the District for 
use of any software and licenses associated with the Units or requirements of these RFP 
Documents.   That price shall include all available updates and upgrades issued by the 
Firm for the Units and services during the Contract term, including any extensions. 
 
3.5.2 The Firm shall provide, without additional cost to the District, customer support 
services during regular business hours and other on-going maintenance and support 
services for a period of not less than five (5) years and in accordance with the Firm’s 
proposal for any issues that may arise with the operation or use of the Units and/or 
services. 
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3.6 PAYMENT 
 

3.6.1 The Firm may invoice the District upon the delivery of the initial fifty (50) Units and 
associated services to the District. The Firm may invoice the District for those Units, 
equipment, and services actually delivered to the District, which equipment and services 
must operational and in good working order and condition.  
 
3.6.2 Any Units and/or services ordered by the District through a valid purchase order 
after delivery of the initial fifty (50) Units may be invoiced to the District upon delivery and 
acceptance of the Units by the District.  Payment will be made within approximately thirty 
(30) days after receipt by the District of the invoice. 
 
3.6.3 Each invoice submitted to the District shall be itemized listing all Units and 
services provided to the District that is included in the invoice, the site where the Units 
are delivered and a running total of the billings to the date of the invoice compared to the 
total amount of the Contract.  If there are additional Units or services provided by the Firm 
to the District which were not included in the Firm’s proposal and/or the Contract, the 
additional Units or service must likewise be itemized.   

 
 
4.0 PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS  

 
4.1 GENERAL  
  
The Firm’s proposal shall contain, at a minimum, all of the following information under the 
following sections, which must be organized in the order given below.  Firms may use a format 
of their choosing within the sections.  Any proposal not containing the required information may 
be rejected by the District.  
  
4.2 FIRM PROFILE  
  

4.2.1 Identification of the Firm, including address of its principal office, the principal 
contact person, telephone and fax number, email address and date the Firm was 
organized.  State whether the Firm is a corporation, limited liability company, partnership 
or other entity and the state of organization.  
  
4.2.2 Size of the Firm and the geographic scope of its operations (i.e., local, regional, 
national).  
 
4.2.3 Identify the person signing the proposal and his or her relationship to the Firm.  If 
such person lacks legal authority to bind the Firm to a contract, provide a current power 
of attorney authorizing the proposal.  Provide an address, telephone number, facsimile 
number and email address (if applicable) for the person signing the proposal and for 
anyone who executed a power of attorney authorizing the proposal. 
 
4.2.4 Firm should include location of nearest sales and service office in relation to the 
District’s central office.  
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4.3 UNITS AND SERVICES PROPOSED 

 
4.3.1 Please provide a brief summary and description of the Units, equipment, and 
services, including the online web or cloud based data repository, to the District which will 
comply with the requirements of these RFP Documents; specifically, the General 
Requirements in Sections 3.1. and 3.2 herein.  
 
4.3.2 Please list by the Units, equipment, and services a description of the manufacturer 
and model number for each item that the Firm proposes to furnish and provide how it 
meets the requirements of the RFP Documents. 

 
4.3.3  As to each item listed in Sections 4.3.1 and 4.3.2, please provide the following 
information: 
 

4.3.3.1 Include descriptions and product and technical specifications of all 
equipment relevant or required for the operation and support of the Units.  This 
information would include, but not be limited to software, installation, set-up, or 
other such equipment the Firm would deem necessary.   
 
4.3.3.2   List any software required to operate the Units and/or online web or cloud 
based data repository (including any additional software required to be licensed by 
the District outside of what the Firm provides). 
 
4.3.3.3  List equipment configuration needs for operation. 

 
4.3.3.4  List lead time for delivery of the proposed initial fifty (50) units and 
associated equipment and services. The District’s deadline for delivery of units and 
equipment is July 31, 2024. 
 

 
4.3.4 Please state any additional requirements such as equipment, technology, or all 
other items that will need to be in place for the District to fully support the installation, 
usage, and maintenance of the Units and services.  Also include any reservations or 
qualifications in your proposal. 
 
4.3.5 Please state affirmatively in your proposal that your Firm can provide all of the 
Units, equipment, and services required by this RFP and that your Units and services 
when delivered to the District, will satisfy the requirements stated in the RFP Documents.  
Please state any reservation or qualification that the Firm may have regarding providing 
the required Units and services.  Please note that any qualification or reservation by the 
Firm regarding the required Units and services may result in disqualification of the 
proposal.   

 
4.4 UNITS AND SERVICES PRICING 
 

4.4.1 Please state a total price for all of the Units and services proposed to be provided 
by the Firm.  This price should include all labor, materials, equipment and tools necessary 
to provide the Units, web-based repository for data these units collect, support of units 
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and web-based repository, including all licensing and maintenance agreements referred 
to in the RFP Documents.  This price must include delivery, training, and installation 
charges. Prices must also include post-warranty maintenance and professional 
development training. Other than as provided in Section 4.4.2 below, this shall be the total 
amount proposed to be charged to the District for all of the Units and services required by 
the RFP Documents for the initial one (1) year term. 
 
4.4.2 Please state the price for any additional Units and services ordered by the District 
after the initial fifty (50) Units are delivered to the District. The prices stated in the Firm’s 
proposal will be fixed for a period of one (1) year and the District may order additional 
Units and services as needed at the prices identified in the Firm’s proposal during this one 
(1) year period.  
 
 
4.4.3 All prices stated by the Firm in its proposal shall include all handling, shipping and 
installation charges. Such prices shall also include all insurance costs, duties, tariffs, 
surcharges, and brokerage costs. 

 
4.5 TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS FOR EQUIPMENT  
 
Please state how the Firm’s equipment will satisfy the Technology Requirements for Materials set 
forth in Sections 3.1 and 3.2 of the RFP Documents, including details of the Units’ functionality. 
 
4.6 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Please state how the Firm will satisfy the Professional Development requirements set forth in 
Section 3.4 of the RFP Documents. 
 
4.7 LICENSING AND SUPPORT 
 
Please state how the Firm will satisfy the Digital Materials Licensing and Support requirements 
set forth in Section 3.5 of the RFP Documents. 
 

4.8 REFERENCES  
  
Provide the names of at least three different school districts that have adopted district-wide the 
Units and services included in your proposal in the past five (5) years who can be contacted as 
references by the District.  Please include the date the Units and services were acquired by the 
referenced school district, the name of the primary contact, the name of the school district, and 
the address, telephone number and email address of each reference. A reference page is 
attached as Exhibit B.  
 
4.9 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
  
Furnish any additional information regarding the Firm or its Units and services that the Firm 
believes would be helpful in evaluation of the proposal.  Do not include advertising brochures or 
other promotional material in the proposal. Include as an attachment to the proposal pictures of 
Water Rocket Test Engines and other recommended equipment as outlined in section Proposal 
Submission 1.3(c).  
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4.10 REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS 
 
The Proposal should have the following attachments included in the proposal: 
 

4.10.1 Signed Signature Page (Exhibit A). 
4.10.2  Completed Reference Form (Exhibit B). 
4.10.3 Completed and signed Certification (Exhibit C). 
4.10.4 Proposed terms and conditions, license or sublicense agreements. 
4.10.5 Labeled pictures (in jpeg or pdf format) of the Units and other equipment 

being proposed. 
 

 
 
4.11 STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
The Firm is to provide with its proposal a written statement that it understands the scope and 
requirements of the Request for Proposals and understands that if an award is made, the award 
will be based on compliance with the Request for Proposal requirements and the District's 
determination of the proposal that will best serve the interests of the District.   
 
4.12 SIGNATURE  
 
An authorized individual must sign the proposal for the Firm and must certify that the information 
in the proposal is true and correct to the best of that person's knowledge and belief.  The required 
signature page format is attached to the Proposal form as a part of Exhibit A.  Failure to attach 
a completely executed signature page will be grounds for rejecting the proposal.  
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PROPOSAL 

 

WATER ROCKET ENGINE TEST UNITS WITH ONLINE REPOSITORY,  
SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE SECONDARY EDUCATION 

 

Request for Proposal No. P011-24 
 

Proposal of     ___________  , a [   ] corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 

State of  _____________  ; a [   ] limited liability company organized and existing under the laws 

of the State of   ____________ ; a [   ] partnership, organized and existing under the laws of the 

State of  ____________   ; or an [   ] individual (check appropriate box).  

 TO:  Omaha Public Schools locked email box: scigeneral@ops.org 

  

All proposals must be submitted electronically to the following email address: 

scigeneral@ops.org  All electronically submitted proposals must comply with the following 

requirements:  

  

The RFP Documents convey the general style, type, character, and quality of the Units and 
services desired.  The undersigned acknowledges that the District will determine in its discretion 
which Units and services are the best for the District.    

 

The Firm is responsible to clearly and specifically indicate the equipment being offered and to 
provide sufficient descriptive literature, catalog cuts, pictures, and technical detail to enable the 
District to determine if the product offered meets the requirements of the RFP Documents.  
Failure to furnish adequate information for evaluation purposes may result in declaring a 
proposal non-responsive.  

 

[INSERT PROPOSAL CONTENT HERE]  

 

 

Attachments: 
1. Signed Signature Page (Exhibit A) 
2. Completed References sheet (see Exhibit B). 
3. Certification (see Exhibit C). 
4. Proposed terms and conditions, license or sublicense agreements 
5. Labeled pictures (in jpeg or pdf format) of the Units and other equipment being 

proposed. 
 
Acknowledge receipt of the following Addenda: 
No._________________ Date__________________ 
No._________________ Date__________________ 
No._________________ Date__________________ 

mailto:scigeneral@ops.org
mailto:scigeneral@ops.org
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SIGNATURE PAGE RFP P011-24  

 

The undersigned certifies that the Firm submitting the proposal understands: 1) the requirements 

of the proposal; 2) an award of the proposal by the District, if made, will be based on compliance 

with the RFP Document requirements and the District's determination of which proposal will best 

serve the interests of the District; and 3) that the proposal award will not be solely based on 

pricing.  The undersigned further certifies that the Firm is capable of performing the specified 

services meeting the needs and requirements of the District, that it understands the scope of the 

work required by the RFP documents and that other factors specified in the RFP documents, in 

addition to the cost of services, will be considered in determining the successful proposal, if any.  

The undersigned further acknowledges that once the proposal is opened, it shall remain open 

and subject to acceptance by the District for ninety (90) days and may not be withdrawn or 

modified prior to the expiration of such ninety (90) day period.  The undersigned further 

acknowledges that the District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and any part thereof 

and to waive all technicalities. 

 

The undersigned certifies that the information in the foregoing proposal is 
submitted in accordance with the Request for Proposals P011-24 Water Rocket 
Engine Test Units with Online Repository, Support and Maintenance Agreement for 
Physical Science Secondary Education is true and correct to the best of the 
undersigned's knowledge and belief.   

 

COMPANY NAME: ______________________________________________________   

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________   

CITY/STATE/ZIP: _______________________________________________________   

TELEPHONE: _____________________________ FAX: ________________________   

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________   

SIGNATURE:___________________________________________________________  
Proposals must be signed to be valid.  

PRINTED NAME: _______________________________________________________   

TITLE: ________________________________________________________________   

DATE: ________________________________________________________________   

  
Proposal, with all required attachments, shall be emailed to the designated lockbox clearly labeled with:  

  

Proposal P011-24 Water Rocket Engine Test Units with Online Repository, Support and   

Maintenance Agreement for Physical Science Secondary Education.  

  

and emailed to:  

  

scigeneral@ops.org by 2:00 p.m. (CT), March 26, 2024 . 

mailto:scigeneral@ops.org
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Exhibit B  

References RFP P011-24  

Supply three references from school districts within the last five years that have acquired the 

same or similar Units and services that you propose to furnish to the District.  

 

1. District Name:   Contact Name:     

Address:   Phone:       

City/State/Zip:   Email:       

Size of school district – number of students:   

Date of products purchased:    

 

2. District Name:   Contact Name:     

Address:   Phone:       

City/State/Zip:   Email:       

Size of school district – number of students:   

Date of products purchased:    

 

3. District Name:   Contact Name:     

Address:   Phone:       

City/State/Zip:   Email:       

Size of school district – number of students:   

Date of products purchased:    
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    Exhibit C  

CERTIFICATION FOR CONTRACTS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS 

 

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:  

 

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 

undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an 

agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member 

of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal 

grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the 

extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, 

or cooperative agreement. 

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person 

for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member 

of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in 

connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned 

shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in 

accordance with its instructions. 

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award 

documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under 

grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose 

accordingly. 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 

transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making 

or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who 

fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and 

not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

 

________________________________ 

(signature) 

 

________________________________ 

(print name) 

 

________________________________ 

(title) 

 

________________________________ 

(date) 

 
 
 


